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ABOLISH THE
JOINT SELE(

UNANIMC
Proposes Having r;

District, Feder;
Making 11

Advocates Liberal Appropriati
and Equal Payment of

Funded

The abolition of the half-andofthe District of Columbia is adv<
the joint select committee subniitti

In its place the committee rec

by which the citizens of the Disti
which shall be used alone for the
ment shall pay all money in exces

meet the needs of the District.
SPLIT INTERE

The committee recommends til
of the District should be paid by r

United States, one-half from the
other from the money of the feder

The committee gives it as it:
rate of taxation in the District shot

It recommends that Congress
regular and liberal appropriation
permanent moral and physical adv
permanent beauty and grandeur ;

nation's home.
Real Estate Assessment Fair.

The committee finds that the present
a-ssessment valuation of privately owned
real estate in Washington is fair and
rea sonable. '

The committee holds that there is no

reason for any arbitrary rule of proportionatecontribution for the expenses of
the District by the residents and by the
people of the United States outside the
District.
The correct rule should be, the commlttteholds, that the responsibility

and taxation of the residents of the
District be as fixed and certain as the
responsibility of residents of other
American cities comparable with |
w ashtngton.

Would End Responsibility.
The payment of such taxes should be

properly assessed against privately
owned taxable property, and with the

payment of those taxes the financial
responsibility of the residents of the
District shouid be concluded.
The report was signed by Senator

Chilton, chaiman of the committee;
Senators Saulsbury and Works, and
Representatives Gard. Rainey and
Cooper.
The committee suggests that an inheritancetax be imposed in the District

of Columbia.
The report of the committee in full is

as follows: V

Report of joint select committee appointedpursuant to the art of Congress
March 3. 1915, to determine the fiscal
-eiatipn between the Cnited States and
V District of Columbia.
To the Senate and the House of

Representatives of the Cnited States,
of America:
Your commit ec appointed pursuant

to the act of Congress approved March
2. 1915. which was in the language fol-
lowing:
"That a Joint select committee shall

be appointed, consisting of three senators,to be named by the presiding officerof the Senate, and three members
of the House, to be named by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives.whose duty it shall be to prepare
and submit to Congress a statement of
the proper proportion of the expenses
of the government of the District of
Columbia, or any branch thereof, includinginterest on the funded debt,
which shall be borne by said District
and the Cnited States, respectively, togetherwith the reasons upon which*
their conclusions may he based,"
l>eg !ea\e to submit the following unan-;
iniuus repori:
The committee met March 1015,1

and organized by electing W. I5r. Chll-
ten. a senator from the state of" West jVirginia, as chairman and Henry T.
Rainey. a representative in Congress
from the state of Illinois, as secretary.
and on that date recessed to meet at
the call of the chairman.
Pursuant to the call of the chairman.!

the committee met In the city of Wash-
ington October 'JU, 1915. for the purposeof obtaining all knowledge in its,
power to obtain touching the question
of "the proper proportion of the ex-
periSes of the government of the Dis-.
trict of Columbia, or any branch there-
©f including interest on the funded)debt, which shall he borne b\ said
District and »h*> 1'nited States, re-,
pectively. together with the reasons!

upot whi'h their conclusions may be
ba«ed."
The committee was in open session

almost every day from October 'JO. !91o,
to November 16, 1915. hearing the evidenceand argument of persons appearingvoluntarily and persons appearing
upon the invitation and request of the
committee, and has since had such
evidence and arguments under its care-
ful consideration

Briefs of Citizdns.
Several briefs were flled on behalf of
var.ous organizations and by individualsand many communications from
Individuals and organizations were receivedby the committee.
All of this evidence and argument,

both oral nad written, the committee
has ordered to he printed in its hearings,and has carefully considered, believing;it to be most important for the!
guidance of this and future Congresses'
o' the I'nitcd States that a definite;finding of facts he made upon the'
questions presented for determination,
arid, therefore, while the committee
was very liberal in affording time and
opportunity for a thorough presentationof facts, circumstances, opinions* and views of those interested and competentto give evidence, this was witU
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air Tax Levied on
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lp Deficit.
ions for Beautification of City
Interest on the Capital's
Debt

half plan of paying the expenses
seated in the unanimous report ot

:d to Congress today,
ommends the adoption of a plan
ict will pay a fair and fixed tax,
District, and the federal governsof that collected by taxation to

:ST ON DEBT.
at the interest on the funded debt
noneys from the Treasury of the
revenues of the District and the
al government.
5 unanimous conclusion that the
lid be fixed and certain.,
should pursue a definite policy of
s, having- in view not only the
ancement of the city, but also its
is a municipal expression of the

the sole idea of establishing facts from
which just conclusions of entire honesty,fair dealing and justice could be
cirawn.
Of the two questions submitted to

jour committee it first considered the
following, viz., what is "the proper
proportion of interest on the funded '

debt which shall be borne by said Districtand the United States, respec-
tively," and now submits the following
statement with the reasons upon which
its conclusion is based.
We find that the interest on the

funded debt should be paid by moneys
from the Treasury of the United States
and 50 per cent charged to the reve-
nues or tne District or Columbia and .

50 per cent charged to the amount ap- Jpropriated for the expenses of the
District of Columbia from the moneys
of the United States.

The Funded Debt.
The "funded debt" consists entirely

of 3.65 bonds fso called bechuse of the
rate of interest they bear) of the Districtof Columbia at this date to 56,323.000,and of which $975,408 is paid
yearly, one-half by the revenues of the
District of Columbia and one-half by
the moneys of the United States.
The time of payment of this funded
debt extends to the year 1924, but with
an annual appropriation of approximately5975,408, the debt will be fully
and completely paid a year or two prior
to 1924, and when paid, the District of ]
Columbia will have no other funded
debt.
This funded debt had its origin in the

very extraordinary expenditures for
c-ty improvements, principally the establishing.grading and paving of
streets and avenues, the construction
of sanitary sewers, the planting of
trees and generally, the rebuilding and
re-equipment of the city of Washing- |
ton from a then existing deplorable
condition of utility and sanitation
a ong the line^of a threat national capital.which it^vas intended to be and
which destiny it is fulfilling.
These expenses accumulated between

1*71 and 1874 in very large amounts
burdensome upon both the District of
Columbia and its citizens, which bur-
den became fully realized and for which
relief was first sought by the act of
June, 1874, providing, among other
things:

Act of June, 1874.
'"1 hat a joint select committee shall

be appointed, consisting of two sena-

tors, to be appointed by the presiding ^officer of the Senate, and two members
o:' the Housie. to be appointed by the!'
Speaker of the House of Representa- j;tives, w hose duty it shall be to prepare
a suitable frame of government for the
District of Columbia, and appropriate
drafts of statutes to be enacted by
Congress for carrying the same into effect,and report the same to the two
houses, respectively, on the first day of
the next session thereof; and they shall
also prepare and submit to Congress a
statement of the proper proportion of
the expenses of said government, or
any branch thereof, including interest
on the funded debt, which should be
borne by said District and the United
States, respectively, together with the
rtasons upon which their conclusions
may be based."
June 23. 1874, the sundry civil act of

that date makes reference to interest
on the funded debt, as follows:
"Ali the above Hums, except so much

thereof as may be paid for interest, as
aforesaid, to be considered and adjustedhereafter as a part of the proper proportionalsum to be paid by the United
States toward the expenses of the governmentof the District of Columbia."
The message of President Grant in

December. 1874. contains the following:"The act of Congress of June 20, 1874,
contemplates an apportionment betweenthe United States government
ar.d the District of Columbia in re-
spect to the payment of the principalard interest of the 3.6f> bonds. Thereforein computing with precision the
bonded debt of the District the aggregatesums above stated, as respects3.05 bonds now Issued, the outstandingcertificates of the board of audit and
the unadjusted claims pending before
that board should be reduced to the
extent of the amount to be apportioned
to the United States government in
the manner indicated in the act ofCongress of June 20. 1S74."

Provisions of Early Laws.
The appropriation act of February 1,

1875. contains the following provision:"That the sum of $182,500 in currency,or so much thereof as may be necessary,be, and is hereby, appropriatedfor the payment of the interest on the
bonds of the District of Columbia,known as 3.65 bonds, due on February

(Continued on Second Page.) I
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E URGES IN
fO CONGRESS
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Senator Works Introduces
Measure to Transfer Its Affairs

to the United States.

WOULD RENAME TERRITORY
THE 'CITY OF WASHINGTON'

Also Offers Measure for Condemnationof Snow Court and Buildingof Homes for Poor.
. /

Accompanying his separate report on

the fiscal relations of the United States
and the District of Columbia, Senator
Works of California introduced in the
Senate two bills, one of which provides
for the abolition of the District of Columbiaas a municipality, and that the

territory now constituting the District
shall be known as the city of wasn-j
ington. The other provides for the pur-
chase or condemnation of Snow court,
square 28 of the present city of Wash-
ington, by the government, the razing
of the buildings thereon and the constructionof sanitary dwellings for the

use of poor tenants.
The bill doing away with the District

of Columbia as a municipality is, in part,
as follows:
"That the Commissioners of the District

of Columbia are hereby authorized and
directed to convey to the government of
the United States all property of the Districtof Columbia of every kind and
nature, real, personal and mixed, and the
United States government in consideration
of such conveyance shall, and does hereby,assume and will pay all the debts of
every kind and nature of the said Districtof Columbia.
Becomes "City of Washington."
"That the municipality of the Districtof Columbia shall upon such conveyanceof its property be abolished

and its powers and obligations transferredto and vested in the United
States, and the said District shall becomeand the territory now constituting
the District of Columbia shall hereifterbe known and designated as the
Itv nf U'ashinirtnn and naid pltr ftf
Washington is hereby declared to be
the capital of the United States and
under the direct ownership, control
md supervision of the government,
ivithout the intervention of any municipalcorporation or body.
"That until otherwise / provided by

act of Congress the officers of the Districtof Columbia shall be and continue
as the officers of the national government.and shall perform for the governmentthe same duties now performed
for the District of Columbia, and be
subject to all laws and rules and regulationsnow in force as to their appointment,terms of office and removal,
until otherwise provided by law; provided.that such Commissioners shall
hereafter be known and designated as
the Commissioners of the city of
Washington, and all other officers of
Baid District shall be known respectivelyand designated as officers of said
city of Washington.
"All privately owned property In the

District or oiumoia nereaner to De
designated as the city of Washington,
shall he subject to reasonable and just
taxes, to be used to pay the expenses

said city of Washington. Provided,
that the rate of taxation and the basis
3f assessment of property shall remain
is now provided by law. and all other
provisions for raising revenues for said
District shall remain in for»-e and be
jpplied to the 'payment of the expenses
pf the city of Washington, as herein
provided.

Puts Entire Burden on U. S.
"All moneys derived from such taxation,assessments or other means providedby law shall be paid into the

United States Treasury to be applied to
the expenses of said City of Washing-
ton, but the expenses of the City
of Washington shall be paid by
the government out of its treasury by
appropriations made by Congress, with-
out regard to the amount collected from
privately owned property, and the propertyowners within the District shall
not be responsible therefor, except for
the payment of their taxes, the purpose
and intention being to constitute the
District of Columbia, hereafter to be
known as the City of Washingtton, the
capital of the nation, and to make the
government wholly and alone responBiblefor its government, maintenance
upbuilding and beautification, and to deprivethe municipal government of all
control over the same and to relieve the
property owners and residents of the Districtof all such responsibility or controlexcept for the payment of such
taxes as may be lawfully assessed
against them or their property.

"Until otherwise provided by act of
Congress taxes shall be levied, assessed
and collected as now provided by law. exceptthat the same ahull not be based
upon the estimated expenses of the Dis-
tried, or the ane-half thereof, hut upon a
reasonable and just estimate of the obligationsof property owners and residents
of the District as compensation for the
benefits and advantages resulting to them It
from the maintenance and support of the
ranital b.v the government in which!-
they live or own property, according to
the rate of taxation and basis of as-
sessment above provided for.
"All causes of action that might under

the laws as they now exist be prosecutedagainst the District of Columbia,
whether arising before or after the
passage of this act, may hereafter be
prosecuted by appropriate action in the
courts against the United States the
same as they may under existing law
be prosecuted against such District."

DR. RYAN AT SCUTARI.
NEW YORK. January 6..Dr Edward

M. Ryan, chief of the American Rod
Cross in Serbia, is at Scutari, Albania,
in connection with the relief of Serbian
refugees in that section, according to
Miss Mary K. Gladwin of Akron, Ohio,
a Red Cross nurse, who returned today
on Da Tyuraine.
Miss Gladwin said that Dr. Ryan and

other physicians connected with the
Red Cross were making an exhaustive
investigation concerning the condition
of the kerbs and Albanians. She ex-
pressed the opinion that unless considerablerelief is afforded to refugees in
Albania there will be much suffering
during the winter.

Iltf
WWWm
AS KANAWHA SINKS

Four Washingtonians Among
Saved From Disaster

on Ohio River.

TRAIN TAKES RESCUED
TO PARKERSBURG, W. VA.

C- iL. If: : A TL«.-Ui 4.
ouiue 01 luc miasiug mc xiiuugm w

Have Reached Shore on the
Other Side.

#
t

Special Dispatch to The Star.
PARKERSBURG, W. Va. January 6.

It ia reported here that six lives were

lost when the river packet Kanawha
overturned and sank a few miles below
this city last night. Reports from Gallipolisset forth that Purser Bert Wolfe
and Steward Lloyd Gee, Watchman
Arthur Beaver and three passengers were

drow ned. Two of the passengers were

women. They were Mrs. E. C. Atkinson
of Rat ine, Ohio, and Mrs. Campbell of
Pomerov, Ohio.
Among the passengers taken off tlie

boat and brought here on the rescue

train were four Washingtonians. They
were Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Edgarton and
Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Hoblitzell. Among
the others on the rescue train were Mr.
and Mrs. William Burdette of Gallipolis.
Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Bert Lawrence of
Long Bottom, Ohio; E. P. Landon of
Rcedville, Ohio; E. C. Atkinson, Racine,
Ohio, and Emerson Wright of Emerson,
Ohio.

Survivors in Parkersburg.
Japt. Brady M. Berry and sixty-two

of the passengers and crew arrived
here early today on a special train sent
out by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company to pick up the survivors scatteredalong four miles of river front
on the West Virginia side. Qp.pt. Berry
said that while he saw no one in the
water and did not know that any had
been lost, he felt there had been fatalities.and was waiting for daylight to

return to the scene of the disaster,
where a thorough search would be
made on the West Virginia and Ohio
bhorej of the river.
"We were moving swiftly down

Btream with me noon auoiu 4:^0 o ciock i

last night, with a crew of about forty
men and some twenty passengers oil
board," said Capt. Berry.
"The weather had been bad but about

that time, just as we were approaching
the lower end of the lock wall on the
West Virginia side we were struck by
a severe storm. Ordinarily a light
shines out from the mast on the wall,
but last night there was no light there,
and before we knew what was happeningthe fcanawha had struck the
iron pier a little forward of the boilersand started to s'nk.

Confusion in the Darkness.

"I shouted for the boats and in a

very few minutes the men were gettingout the four lifeboats we had on

board. The cries of the passengers
a «ii« men at the lock. Thev nnt

uuatu . .

out a yawl and came to our assistance.
The lights had gone out within a min-
ute after we struck and there was

great confusion. But we managed to
get the people on the hurricane deck
and as the Kanawha turned on her
side kept them moving toward the top
while we were taking them off. The
Kanawha continually turned and when
we finally got the last man ashore he
was clinging to the bottom of the boat,
as she had turned completely over and
was drifting down stream bottom-^:de
up.
"An hour or more elapsed from the

time we struck until all were off and
passengers and crew were constantly
being landed on the river shore until

i
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THE WINNER.

"Our Army Must Be
Can Have An A

Says Frederick Palmer. J
a standardized army, with
four kinds, as is now prop
ment of the continental ai
The Saodav Stat

survivors, shivering: in the cold, were
strung out through a distance of four
miles. When I saw that all were off I
shouted to the crew who had taken the
last load away and they came back and
got me.

Women Taken Off First.
"The twelve women were taken off

first and then the men as we were able
to move them. Some of the crew said
that a boat load landed on the Ohio
side, but T don't know.
"We lost all the hooks, including the

passenger list, and I don't know how
uittii.v wci c wu uuai u. i lit uua». n »i uu

a total ioss, about $30,000."
Capt. Berry and the other survivors

were taken care of here, and will proceedto their destinations by train
later in the day.
The Kanawha had made the landing

at Little Hocking, Ohio, and was proceedingdown stream when the pier
was struck, tearing a hig hole in the
side of the vessel. The boat continued
down the river for some distance be|bore It sank, and then it turned over
on its side and floated as far as Lamps
Landing, five miles below.
The boat went down in three minutes

after it started to sink, according to
the captain.
The passenger list of the Kanawha

was made up chiefly of "West Virginia
[and Ohio produce men.

Fads of Interest
The auditor's report from

the year's .record in The
Star's pressroom developed
some interesting facts:

let Karh Hav rennireH an

average of 170 miles ot
*

paper over three feet wide
to print the average daily
edition.

2(1. The average number
of papers per minute from
each of the three presses for
every moment that they
were running throughout
the year was 440, or from
the three presses, 1,320
papers per minute.

3d. The average speed at
^ which the paper traveled
every moment the presses
were running was a little
over ten miles per hour.
^ 4th. The quantity of
paper and ink required to

print the average daily editionof 72,364 papers, when
of twenty-four pages, was

over 30,000 pounds, or fifteen
tons, of paper and over 500
pounds of ink each day.
Yearlv Average Circulation.

1915-1910
DAILY SUNDAY

1915 72.364 53.807
1914 68,080 50,879
1913 65,641 49.509
1912 63.804 50.093
19" 57.797 47.382
1910 48.345 44.046
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Reformed Before We
.dequate Defense/'
^nd, he explains, it must be
one kind of troops and not
osed through the establish-ffly:Read this article in

URGED FOR VACANCY
ON SUPREME BENCH
Messrs. Taft. Lane and Allen

Put Forward by Their
Friends.

The Supreme Court vacancy was the
subject of several conferences at the
White House today, but President Wilsonhas done nothing beyond listen to
the recommendations that have been
made to him. He will continue to listenand read letters and telegrams of
recommendations and suggestions for
some days to come, but would like to
make the nomination as soon as possible.owing to the crowded business of
the court.
Senators Simmons and Overman called

to urge the President to, select Justice
W. R. Allen of the supreme court of
that state for the vacancy. They told
the President of the long and honorable
service of Justice Allen on the North
Carolina bench. They also told the
President that it has been many years
since North Carolina was represented
on the bench.

Claims of Fourth Circuit.
North Carolina is in the fourth circuit,

the other states included in the circuit
being South Carolina, Maryland, Virginia.n^ TCaof VifCTintn ri 1 Ja,.u , i.6iiiio, i nc ri wiucm nils
been told, and will be told again. that
this circuit has not received recognition
on the supreme bench in such a long time
the lawyers and judges believe their candidatesshould be considered. Every one!of these states will have candidates in
the field. Solicitor General Davis of the
Department of Justice is from West Virginia,and iooks today to be the strongest
man yet mentioned. Virginia will put[forward a choice so scon as the senators
land representatives can agree upon a
man.
Representative Montague is talkedof South Carolina will come forwardwith Justice C. A. Woods of the supremecourt of that state. His name

was mentioned when Justice McReynoldswas named to the court. It is
understood that the Maryland democratswill lose little time in presentinga man from that state. South OaroI'nais to tell the President that no
South Carolinian has been placed on the
Supreme Court bench since 1804; Virginiawill have a somewhat similar
tale of woe. and West Virginia will
claim that that commonwealth has
never been represented on the court.

Senator Newlands Sees President.
Senator Newlands of Nevada saw the

President today. He said he believed
that if the nomination wrent to a democratit should go to Secretary Lane of
California, not only because of his legallearning, but because of his wide
knowledge of transportation and commercialproblems in the country. "As
a member of the interstate commerce
commission Mr. Lane was statesman,jurist and administrator," said Senator
Xewland. 1
If for any reason Mr. Lane's nomina-

tion was not advisable. Senator New-
lands hoped, he said, the President 1

would select former President William s
H. Taft. 1
"His pre-eminent fitness is conceded," <

said Senator Xewlands; "and his po- 1
litical independence and tolerance in
the appointment of a southern demo- i
crat to the chief justiceship and of two '<
other southern democrats as associate

justicesshould be emulated. The south
should give unanimous support to such <
a movement in his behalf and should t
not permit itself to be drawn into a 1
contest for local candidates. The feel- 1
ing of respect and effection for Taft is >
increasing every day, and I do not be- »
lieve the President could do anything *
more acceptable to the coi^ntry than <
make this appointment," *

U.S. ASKS VIENNA L
FOR PERSIA FACTS

Austrian Foreign Office Has
Not Replied to Ambassador

Penfield.

NO PROOF A SUBMARINE
SENT LINER TO BOTTOM

One of Ship's Officers '"Thought" He
Saw the Wake of a

Torpedo.

Ambassador Penfield cabled to-j
(lay "lie had presented informally
to the Vienna foreign office the
American government's request
for any inforrpation on the deistruction of the British liner
Persia, and at the time of filing
his dispatch had received no

reply.
American Consul Carrels at,

Alexandria reported that the affidavitshe has gathered from the
Persia survivors give no more

proofs that a submarine tor-

pedoed the liner, or regarding its
nationality, than were contained
in his first dispatches.

All Seeking Information.
I (

Ambassador Penfleld was instructed
to ask the Austrian government informallyfor any information it might
have on the Persia which would de-

velop the facts in the case and help
the American government decide how
the liner was destroyed. Consul Garrels
was instructed to get affidavits for the
same purpose. |
So far the only actual statement

tending :o prove that the ship was torpedoedcame from one of the officers of
the shif. He said he saw what he
thought was the wake of a torpedo. No
submarine was seen at any time.
Further dispatches from Ambassador

Penfleld are expected at the State Department,probably late today, and at

any event tomorrow. Meanwhile other
consular agents along the Mediterraneancoast are, like Consul Gar-
reis. seeKing; iurtner lniormanun.

Situation at Standstill.
The absence of further definite advicesis holding the situation, so #£r as

any action by the United States is
concerned, at a standstill.
Chairman Stone of the Senate foreign i

[relations committee discussed the situationwith the President today and
talked of other questions expected to'
come up at a meeting of the committee '

tomorrow, particularly Senator Fall's J1
resolution for information 011 the rec- ^

ognition of the Carranza government t

and information on the Mexican ques- 1
tion. t c

The President told Senator Stone no

additional information of importance t

had Peen received on the Persia inci- \

dent, and expressed the hope that until i
the government had formulated its pol- n

icy there be as little discussion as pos- s
sible in the Senate. x
Senators Simmons and Overman of e

North Carolina asked President Wilson
today if any further information about
the death of Consul McNeely had been
received.. Mr. McNeely was from North
Carolina. The President told them that f
no new facts had come to the govern-]-
ment within the last two days, out i"
that every effort was being: made to
obtain additional information jo
Name of Rev. H. R. Salisbury jq
Not Included in the List of j*
Steamer Persia's Survivors '

The name of Rev. Homer R. Salisbury 1
o

of Takoma Park, D. C., was on the pas- t
senger list of the P. and O. steamship r

Persia,' but is not included in the list of
survivors of the recent disaster that met ^
that vessel, according to a report received
by the American embassy in London.

According to the records of the steamshipcompany, Mr. Salisbury boarded the e
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PROF HOMER R. SALISBURY. ed
Lc

Persia at Marseille. He held the position
of superintendent for India of the
Seventh-day Adventist missions and
was on his way to join his wife, also <
1 worker in the mission held, at his
icadquarters in Lucknow, according: to
officials of the general conference of
:he denomination at Takoma Park. co

Just before leaving the United States,
t is staled, the missionary had been
attending a council of the North r

American division of the Seventh-day iu\dventist conference recently held in to
California. He had expected to em- w<
jark on a Dutch steamer from London, De
>ut evidently changed his plans after £
caving this country. In London he ']
vas to liave been 'joined by a fellow to.
nisstonary for the trip to India. Mr. ta
Salisbury's mother lives in Battle to
"reek, Mich., and a brother, W. R. Mi
Salisbury, resides in Glendale, CaL W

*
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AUSTRIANS SUFFER
TERRIBLE LOSSES
IN EASIIS CLAIM

Sanguinary Fighting on BukowinaFront Unexampled. Say
Dispatches to Berlin.

TCiiTnue cnoncn ainv

TO SECONDARY LINE

Russians Said to Have Pierced Teutonic
Positions in Vicinity
of Czernowitz.

FATE OF TOWN IS IN DOUBT

Fall Before Czar's Advance Expectedto Have Important Influencein Swaying
Rumania.

LONDON. January 6..The
Times learns from its Pelrograd
correspondent that the Russians
have pierced the enemy's positionsin the immediate vicinity of
Czernowitz. compelling their opponentsto fall back to their secondaryline and definitely assume
the defensive. The dispatch,
dated Wednesday. sa\ s that the
enemy's losses have been enormousin these engagements and
also in the neighborhood of
Czartorysk, where he was pressed
back westward for several miles.
While the fate of Czernowitz

itself is obscured in conflicting reports.it appears evident that the
Russians dominate the Bukowina
rapilal. Unofficial dispatches from
Petrograd state that the Austrianshave evacuated the town
under pressure from the Russians
holding the heights above it.
while from Austrian sources the
information has been received
that the Austrian troops have
been withdrawn from a portion
of the city.
Unable to Break Line. Is Claim.

After prolonged artillery fire the
Russians attacked again along the
ront in Ualicia and Bukowina. but
cere nowhere able to break the Ausrianlinos, according to the statement
>y the Austro-Hungarian war office reelved here today.
Czernowitz lies in a deep valley. The
own itself is not of great strategical
alue. except for its railroads, its fall
s likely to have greater political than
ailitary significance, as an outstanding:
uccess by the Russians at this time
rould be likely to have a far-reaching
ffect on Rumania.

Fighting of Fierce Character.
A dispatch to a Berlin newspaper
roin the Bukowina front describes the
ighting there since Christmas day as

inexampled. The Russians have conentratedover 200 guns and three diisionsof infantry on a front of threeuartersof a mile. The battle reached
ts height December 28. when the Kusian3attacked fourteen times, and
here was furious hand-to-hand fightng-
The Times I'etrograd correspondent,
elegraphing Tuesday, says, in the
pinion of the military critics there,
he approach of the Russians to the
ailway line running from Salestchitkv
o Czernowitz has greatly lessened the
a.lue of the former point for the Auirians.

May Have Cut Railway.
"It is quite possible," the correspond-
nt adds, "that the Russian cavalry
as cut the line, but there is no conrmationof the report that we have
ccupied Czernowitz. which in itself is
ot a tempting bait for either belligrent.The preponderant importance
he enemy attached to the possession
f the Styr river is reflected in th«'
erman army orders where the river
described as the of the south

nd the permanent .%ure of which
otild secure to a foe a lasting front
rom Finsk to Galicia, provided its
hores were converted into an unrokenfortress.
"In view of the enormous strength of
le enemy's fortified lines in the southrntheater, the military critics warn

le public against pitching their hope*
>o high."

xench Are Hammering
Foe's Trenches in West:

Berlin Claims Repulse
LONDON, January 6..The French are

>unding heavily on the German
enclies in the Champagne and beveenSoissons and Rhcims, and claim
have infiicted notable damage by the
>mbardments.
A. French hand grenade at tack against
e German lines northeast of Le Mes1was easily repulsed, German army
sadquariers in dcmiii auauum tru iw\lliedartillery has been uninterruptlvshelling the important town of
?ns, northeast of Arras.

COLD WAVE HITS CHICAGO.
CHICAGO, January 6..The coldest
eather thus far of the 1915-1916 winr.7degrees above zero.was rerdedin Chicago last night, and as a

nsequence the woodpile at the mucipalladging house was manned by
ore than 500 men today.
Fhe influence of the woodpile was il
strated by these figures made public
day. In December, 1914. 103.4 41 men
are given free beds at municipal exnse;in December. 1915, the total was
*19.
3elow-xero temperatures prevailed
day across every state from Monnato Michigan, according to reports
the local weather bureau. Escanaba.

Ich., reported 16 below; Green Baft
is., 10 degrees below,

*


